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EDITORIAL. 


The staffing of the county libraries proceeds apace and all 
kinds of appointments are reported. It is rumoured that a retired 
army man has been selected in one case and a school teacher in 
another, both of whom, without special library experience, will be 
entrusted with the organisation of their respective library schemes. 
It is further reported that a discussion among Directors of Education 
brought forth the opinion that trained men were not necessary on 
these jobs, ‘‘ men of commonsense ”’ being preferred. 


The necessity for active and efficient branch associations to 
reinforce the work of the parent body was never more evident 
than now. For some time the librarians of the North—Cumberland, 
Westmoreland and Durham—have been somewhat isolated as a 
result of rearrangements in areas. Now, we understand, the whole 
question of branch areas is to be reconsidered, and one suggestion 
is for three strong branches—Northern, Midland, and Southern— 
in place of the existing ones. Whatever is decided upon, it is 
extremely important that every district should be catered for. 


* * * * 


One of the most successful library functions in recent years 
has been the annual joint meeting of branch associations. The 
North Central, the North Western, and the North Midland have 
co-operated each year with the most happy and profitable results. 
This year’s meeting is to be held probably at Nottingham in May, 
and Miss Kate E. Pierce, the energetic and enterprising chief 
librarian of Kettering, is now busy arranging the details. A noticeable 
feature of these joint meetings is the ready and practical discus- 
sions which emanate ; in some respects the meetings are considered 
more valuable than annual meetings of the Library Association. 


* * * * 


Lord Eustace Percy, the President of the Board of Education’ 
has addressed a message to the Library Association: He considers 
that one of the most important duties is the development of a 
system of Adult Education throughout the country, which shall 
make available to every man and woman the means of continuing 
and enriching the education received in childhood. There are, 
he says, great societies and associations working to this end under 
the leadership of able and devoted teachers. Side by side with these 
associations is the other great instrument of Adult Education, 
the Public Library, which has an equally important part to play. 
In the great advance in Adult Education, which he confidently 
anticipates, he hopes that Librarians and Teachers will work 
together, each recognising the need for the support and co-operation 
of the other. 
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We have received from the London and Home Counties Branch 
of the Library Association a Report of the Conference on the co- 
ordination of the Public Library Service. The following resolution 
was put to the meeting by Mr. J. D. Stewart, Borough Librarian, 
Bermondsey, and seconded by Mr. W. E. Doubleday, Borough 
Librarian of Hampstead, that “ It is the opinion of this Conference 
that at this stage in the development of the Public Libraries of the 
country, when so many authorities (in most cases, as a result of the 
recent removal of the limitation on the Library Rate) are proceeding 
with important re-organisation schemes, from which much benefit 
and advancement of ideas is resulting to the Library Service gener- 
ally, it is inadvisable to subject local authorities to any outside 
control or standardisation.” It was decided that the Report should 
be sent to all Library Authorities in London and the Home Counties, 
and that copies could be supplied to libraries at one shilling per 
dozen, post free. 

* * * * 

A recent issue of The Abolitionist devotes a page to dis- 
cussing the action of the Bolton Public Libraries Committee in 
refusing to — and display free copies of that journal in the 
reading rooms of Bolton. We are unaware of all the circumstances 
underlying the decision, but we do know that it is a common poli 
for public libraries to accept free copies of journals reflecting all 
shades of opinion. At the same time it has to be borne in mind 
that it is possible for enterprising people to exploit such institutions 
for propaganda purposes. No doubt the whole matter is one of 
difficulty because in any policy of exclusion who is to decide where 
it shall begin and end? We should be glad to have the views of the 
profession on this matter. 


NATIONAL DICKENS MEMORIAL 


No. 48, Doughty Street, the house which Dickens lived in from 
1837-39 (and in which he completed The Pickwick Papers, wrote 
Nicholas Nickleby, Oliver Twist, Sketches of Young Gentlemen, 
and The Mudfog — and edited Beniley’s Miscellany) is to be 
opened shortly as a National Dickens Memorial. 

When ready it will serve as a Mecca and meeting place for 
lovers of England's greatest novelist from all parts of the world. 

There will be a museum containing relics and many objects 
of interest connected with Dickens and his works. It will also 
contain a Picture Gallery representing the works of all artists who 
have been associated with the name of Dickens. 

A special feature will be a very complete Library of Dickensiana, 
and it is intended that it shall contain in course of time every book 
and every magazine article dealing with the life and works of 
Charles Dickens, and every edition of his works. 

The librarian responsible is Mr. F. W. T. Lange, late of the St. 
Bride Foundation, and we are informed that he expects to have 
some 3,000 vols. on the shelves by the opening date, in June, 


probably. 
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CONTACTING READERS 
By Epwarp Green, Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 


GUIDANCE in reading is a matter that appears to be increasingly 
emphasised, especially by those outside the library profession who 
are chiefly concerned with scholastic education. To these people 
guidance, which means more or less an imposed choice, is exceedingly 
attractive; but, rightly considered, especially as applied to adults, 
does it not largely imply some defect in early education which 
renders such a course necessary. We have to remember that 
changes in library administration now allow the greatest freedom 
of choice to the borrower who, if rightly trained in the use of books 
and libraries, is able to understand the use of catalogues and book 
arrangement and is therefore largely independent of any kind of 
guidance. Indeed, it is conceivable that such borrowers would 
resent any kind of “ spoon-feeding’’ in the shape of ill-advised 
attention on the part of the librarian or “ guider,’’ and would 
— his own intellectual adventures and browsings among the 
elves. 

Notwithstanding, there are doubtless many readers who, if 
turned loose in a large open access library, and with no preliminary 
training in the arrangement of the institution, are to some extent 
bewildered by the choice and unable, owing to neglected literary 
foundations, to make a really satisfactory use of the books. For 
these some guidance, on right lines, is undoubtedly helpful, but 
care has to be taken that it does not develop into either personal 
gossip or an attempt to impose the “‘ guider’s ’’ choice or opinions. 
Qualities not too common are required for the work, and some 
study of the individual reader, his outlook, idiosyncrasies and 
need are necessary. Discretion is also another quality to be em- 
ployed, because adult readers should not stand any fussiness or 
submit to methods employed with children. Again, if the book 
stock of a library is satisfactory, there can be no bad choice on the 
part of a borrower as between worthy and unworthy works, and so 

idance is more a case of helping towards the selection of an order 
in which volumes should be read, or direction towards particular 
works which otherwise might escape a borrower whose interests 
are known to be in a particular direction. As an example of wrong 
method, the story is told of an educated borrower who selected an 
older work from a public library—one he had long wished to read— 
and on presenting the same at the counter for registration, being 
told by the assistant that it would not interest him, and receiving 
advice as to an alternative selection. It was only by firmness 
in this case that the borrower was allowed to exercise his own 
choice. On the other hand, the ill-equipped library borrower may 
gain considerably by helpful suggestion given by the right person 
and at the right time. The “ guider,” to work effectively, must be 
not only steeped in the contents of books, but be also something 
of a psychologist, and withal an enthusiast in this work. 
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The great need of the moment is not the undue emphasis on 
the use of books with a material appeal, useful and necessary as 
such books are, but rather the encouragement to a wider culture 
by more varied reading. In this connection, some useful help is 

ible in cases where a too-narrow field of study or specialisation 
is discovered. But, here again, the “ guider’’ must proceed with 
tact and understanding. 


THE “FORM TABLE” 
SCHEME OF BOOK CLASSIFICATION 
A NEW PROPOSAL. 

By L. A. BurcEss. 


THE writer on classification who follows up an onslaught on all the 
established systems by publishing a scheme of his own should 
obviously be prepared to receive more brickbats than bouquets. 
Nevertheless, though the “ Form” scheme is now put forward 
for the first time with much trepidation, the writer believes that, 
even if it serves no other purpose, yet, should it succeed in focussing 
attention upon the important problem of the educational value of 
classification in libraries and upon the possible lines along which 
our existing schemes could be improved, then this paper will 
have achieved its author’s aim. 

For the sake of brevity, it is proposed merely to touch upon 
the salient and distinctive features of the new scheme (which, 
of course, is only given in outline—or, rather, in a “‘ first expansion”’) ; 
and, for the rest, to leave the tables (in conjunction with the writer’s 
earlier articles* on the principles of classification) to speak for 
themselves. 


THE KNOWLEDGE OUTLINE is correlative and evolutionary in 
character. It proceeds from Religion (dealing with subjects beyond 
the range of positive knowledge and powers transcending phenomena) 
through Philosophy (confined by limitations of positive knowledge 
and the human reason) to Science (still further restricted to verifiable 
knowledge), which is developed in evolutionary order; the “ per- 
vasive” sciences preceding the particular, and the inorganic 
preceding the organic;—the whole series culminating in the study 
of Man—Individual (Body & Mind) and Social. The social studies cul- 
minate in the study of Man in relation to his environment (History 
and Geography), whence we proceed to the study of Man’s conquest 
of Nature, in the Useful Arts, which merge, in their less utilitarian 
aspect, into the Fine Arts; the whole series finally culminating 
in the Arts of Communication by Language and related topics. 

Tue NoraTIoN is mixed in character; the reasons being :— 
(a) The alphabetical main-class symbol, by allowing an increased 
number of main-classes, reduces the length of the individual symbol. 
(b) The decimal basis of sub-division provides a symbol of high 


*In issues of October and November, 1924, 
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mnemonic value, which is not seriously invalidated by association 
with the alphabetical main-class symbol. The method of sub- 
division is illustrated by the following examples :— 

P (or Po) = History. 

P6 = History of the British Isles (and Empire). 

P 63 = History of England and Wales. 

P 631 = History of London. 

P 6312 = History of Westminster. 


Note.—There is no symbol corresponding with Dewey's 
use of the decimal point. But see below (Form Table). 

The “‘ form-classes ’’—peculiar to this schheme—are distinguished 

having a double main-class symbol. These classes, it will be 
yp Boece occupy their high place in the hierarchy solely on account 
of the amount of literature in existence bearing upon these topics. 
They are therefore distinguished in notation from real ‘“‘ knowledge ”’ 
main-classes by adding the initial letter of the name of the topic 
to the symbol representing the main class to which the topic is 
logically subordinate. Thus BJ, Christianity is really subordinate 
to B, Religion. By means of this device, the scientific knowledge- 
scheme retains for the reader its logical coherence, being freed 
from one of the most serious sources of obscurity—the curse of 
“ bibliographical modifications.” 

Notes: (1) The class O, Biography, it should be observed, is 
capable of being treated both as a separate class and as a “ form” 
modification of the topic to which it relates, without any alteration 
of the symbol—a clear bibliothetic gain. For this reason, a single 
symbol, O, was chosen to represent Biography, rather than the 
strictly logical ‘“‘ form-class ’’ symbol which would show its subor- 
dination to the class History. 

(2) The classes P (History) and Q (Travel and Topography) 
are capable of being combined in one sequence if so desired, the 
numbers representing locality and the alphabetical symbol indicat- 
ing whether the treatment is historical or geographical. 


(3) The class V (Music) may take an additional “‘ form ”’ class 
VS (subdivided like V) to cover Specimens of Music, which are 
frequently shelved apart from the books on the theory of music. 


Tue Form TABLE is, perhaps, the most distinctive feature 
of the present scheme. The introduction of the decimal-point at any 
stage of subdivision, brings to a close the classification by subject 
and introduces (to the right of the point) classification by form. 
Thus far, the scheme does not differ to any appreciable degree from 
Brown’s Categorical Table (cf. Subject Scheme). But the Form 
Table now introduced is not integral but decimal in character— 
like the knowledge table. The first decimal figure gives considera- 
tions of Internal Form, and the second place gives External Form. 


Examples :—A History of Railroad Construction= R 7°7 
A Bibliography of Forestry =S 106 
An Introduction to the Philo- } Uo 13 
sophy of Fine Art f~~° 
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Notes :—(1) The Geographical symbol—({_)— is considered as 
a factor in the classification by subject. 

Thus :—A Glossary of Forestry in Canada=S 1(71)'5 

The symbol for general phical treatment is (O); but 
“‘ of the world” = (1). 

(2) The Language symbol, on the other hand, is usually treated 
as a consideration of external form, and is accordingly placed after 
the decimal-point. 

Thus :—“ Essais sur ]’éducation des légistes No *44 (56) 

. The Language symbol may also be treated bibliothetically. 

ce Note. 
Symsots : In this scheme, bibliothetic considera- 
tions are recognised as existing ; but they are treated as entirely 
distinct from considerations of subject and form (both internal and 
external). The principles applied here for dealing with bibliothetic 
problems are not confined to the use of the table of bibliothetic 
symbols. It is evident that these methods may be applied to the 
treatment of Language (with Literature) and Biography, and also 
to special collections :--though, in such cases, the device of special 
form classes offers itself as of special value. 
(Form tables to appear next month.) 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DeAR CALLIMACHUS, 

Have you never noticed how a number of references to the 
same matter, though quite unrelated in origin, appear at the same 
time, without any apparent reason why they should not have 
appeared earlier or later? Or have you “explained away”’ this 
coincidence by saying that having once noticed the matter you 
naturally pay more heed to other mentions of it, which otherwise 
you migat not have bothered about. However, such a case has 
occurred this week-end. In a Publisher's Circular—last Saturday’s, 
I think, but I am not sure—there appeared an article on the London 
Library in which it was stated that their library books were never 
sold and that, therefore, none could legitimately appear in the 
market. ‘The next post brought the current Library Journal, in 
which was a letter from a librarian who had found ex-library books 
in a secondhand shop. As these were not clearly marked “ With- 
drawn” he had presumed them stolen. And a few days before I 
myself had received two public library books from two dealers, 
both of which volumes were unmarked and one of which I dis- 
covered to have been stolen, or, at any rate, misappropriated. 

Bota booksellers were men of high repute, and they had acted 
negligently, but in good faitna. Nevertheless, it seems desirable 
that librarians should warn booksellers in their locality that they 
should exercise care in this matter, in order to save them from the 
poy oe consequences that occur if they should thus inadvertently 

in 


STOLEN PROPERTY. 


_ _ Comparatively few public library books are stolen or lost ; 
indeed, in proportion to the vast circulation, they are infinitesimal 


Easily Adiusted Shelves 


THE ease with which the shelves of ART METAL 
Steel Library Stacks can be adjusted is invaluable 
to librarians. It facilitates the classification and 
storage of books of all sizes. 

The slotted shelf support and locking device illus- 
trated above shows the simplicity of the adjustment. 
Changes can be made at once without the use of 
tools, and shelves cannot work loose. 
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steel instead of bulky wood, valuable space is saved, 
when in use or storage. 
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and for practical purposes negligable, but it would seem that if 
booksellers become slack in this respect the would-be thief will 
awaken to these opportunities with dire consequences to libraries. 
We would again remind our good friends, the second-hand 
dealers, that no book from a public library is ever disposed of until 
it is clearly marked “ Withdrawn,” and that to deal in any volume 
not so marked might lead to an unpleasant prosecution. 


A propos booksellers, do you find that they give you much assis- 
tance in tracing o.p. books of average price? The other month I 
asked twelve firms to - some very common items, and only 
two troubled to reply and none of the desired volumes were forth- 
coming. I am willing to wager that at least one of those dealers had 
at least one of those volumes on his shelves! Could they have 
looked for them ? 


You would be pleased to see that it is proposed to form an 
EASTERN COUNTIES BRANCH 


of the L.A.A.—I shall never get into the habit of calling it the A.A.L. 
(a combination suggestive of intoxicating liquids). It is to be 
hoped that a branch will be formed—and that other branches will 
be instituted—since there can be no doubt that those assistants who 
remain outside the Association find it almost impossible to keep in 
touch with professional matters of vital personal significance. Yet 
unless they can attend occasional meetings they cannot be expected 
to take much interest in any association. I do not want to revive 
the controversy but I believe that many of the assistants who suffer 
as a result of the L.A. educational requirements suffer as a result 
of ignorance and this could not have existed had the Library Assis- 
tant—and, of course, other professional journals—circulated 
more widely. For there were assistants who did not know anything 
whatever about the regulations until it was too late. We may salve 
our consciences by saying that this was their own fault—certainly 
such ignorance in future will be their own concern if there is a local 
branch of the A.A.L. (at last !) and they fail to join and actively 
support it. 

Was it last month that one of you was talking about brooms and 
dogs and library budgets? You reminded me of one item which 
seldom figures separately in our financial statements, which never- 
theless frequently amounts to quite a large sum. I refer to 


INSURANCE. 


This is a matter on which we might compare notes, for with 
fire, window breakage, boiler explosions, Employers’ Liability and 
National Health insurance, it ceases to be negligible. It is just 
these irreducible expenses which limit our book purchasing funds, 
and it would be well that the public should realise that there are 
other items besides salaries to run away with our hard-gotten pence. 

ARISTON YMOUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of LETTERS ON OuR 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 

Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 

a interest are particularly 

welcome. 

Since the new CENTRAL in Ipswicu was opened in 
September the issues have increased to three times those for last 
year. During the quarter ended December 31st, 81,980 volumes 
were issued from the Central Lib alone, a daily average of 
1,226. Of these 31,427 were issued from the Children’s Library. 
During January 23,163 volumes were issued—a record month’s 
issue from this library. Weekly Children’s Lectures have been 
given throughout the winter. Mr. Ald. W. F. Paul, who con- 
tributed so generously towards the cost of the new building, has 
again come to the assistance of the Library. The increased issues 
had shown that the previous stock was inadequate for work on 
the present scale, when Mr. Paul presented £1,000 to be devoted 
to the purchase of the more urgently required volumes. 

The Reference Department of the HarRoGaTE Public Library 
has recently been re-organized on the Open Access System, and so 
brought into line with the Lending Department which went “ over” 
nearly 20 years ago. That the move is appreciated by readers 
is shown by the fact that duriug the short period since the alteration 
the issues have more than doubled. 

Another innovation is the installation of the wireless in the 
Juvenile Room, where suitable “ wireless talks’’ are given each 
evening. This has proved very popular with the children, and the 
interest aroused by these talks are frequently followed up by books 
being read and consulted on the subjects dealt with. 

An interesting function in connection with the RicHMoND 
Public Library took place at the close of 1924, when the new Junior 
Library was officially opened by the Mayoress. It was essentially 
a children’s function, as all the chief actors in the ceremony were 
children. The Mayoress (Miss Betty Howitt) has the distinction 
of being the youngest Mayoress in the country, and is 12 years of 
age. The audience consisted of a number of boys and girls represen- 
tative of all the schools in the town. The Mayor (Arthur Howitt, 
Esq., J.P.) was present as well as the members of the Library 
Committee. 

The Chairman of the Library Committee (Alderman T. J. 
Carless) presided, and in a few appropriate remarks called upon the 
Mayoress to declare the Junior Library open. The Mayoress (who 
was greeted with loud applause) in a neat little speech said how 
pleased she was to be asked to open their own particular library 
and hoped that all the boys and girls would use it. She referred 
to the fact that there were nearly 2,000 volumes in the room, in- 
cluding many school tales, stories of daring and adventure, fairy 
tales, and books about many other things, such as history, poetry, 
games, and so on. 

The Junior Library is housed in a separate room and consists 
of a Lending Library, Reference Library, and a number of periodicals 
of interest to the children, and is organised on the open access 
system. It is hoped eventually to develop the work with children 
by having story hours, lectures, etc. 
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The sixth series of lectures on literature to library assistants 
by the staff of the Epinpurcu University School of Literature 
ended just before Christmas, the last series comprising ten lectures 
on the English novel by Dr. George Kitchin. Beginning on Jan 
13th, Mr. John Minto, M.A., Librarian of the Signet Library, 
hold classes on Library Cataloguing. The course of lectures and 
classes are arranged by the Edinburgh Education Authority, and 
are supported by a Government grant. 


SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 


Now in the thirtieth year of its existence, the Society of Public 
Librarians has resumed at Bishopsgate Institute its meetings for 
the Session. Mr. B. J. Frost (East Ham) is the President, and Mr. 
F. M. Roberts (Stepney) the Vice-President for the year. 

At the November meeting Mr. Frank E. Chennell (Willesden) 
opened a discussion on some of the principal topics dealt with at 
the Glasgow Conference of the Library Association. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS— 
DECEMBER, 1924 
LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 


HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—E. A. 
“wy Mis: 


PASSED. , Glasgow ; aiey, Mise J. Miss J. G : Miss W., 
Worthing; Hall, A. M. L., Hunt, K. Kennedy, R. F., Johannes 
Lee, W. A., "Madeley, Miss D., Birming ham ; ndon ; ards 


M. M., Saysell, Miss G. A. S., Portsmouth ; Simpeen, Mise. 


Ment bw Stevenson, B. T. W., 
Newcastle- -upon-Tyne ; West, Miss E K., w 
Birmingham. 


ithers, Miss E. 


SECTION 11.—BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
23 Candidates sat - 15 Passed. 
HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—Scroggs, E., Oxford. 
—Alexander, Pa M., Beach, L. H., Portsmouth ; Miss 
, Birmingham ; Dow, A., Glasgow ; Fletcher, H. G., ak Gillies, Miss J. T., Glasgow ; 
Giesion E, Northam Miss H. D., Wallasey ; Jenn, H., de Montmorency, Miss 
F. E., London ; Rait, ‘ies W. A., Glasgow ; D. H., London; Stevenson, 
B. T. -upon- Tyne. 


52 Candidates sat - 
poe OURS.—None. 


ERIT.—None. 

PASSED. —Alexander, Miss M.L., Allison, E., Hull; Miss M.G. Birmingham 
Biggs, J. H. E., Abe twyth ; Cartledge, J ,/Manchester ; Coo Portsmouth D 
L., Dublin ; Davies, ., Cardiff ; Manchester ; Cardiff 
G. F., Sunderland ; Mackay, A. G., McSki ». J., Glasgow ; Morrish, W weg Cardiff ; Nowell, 
Miss J., Bolton ; Pugh, Miss W., Liverpool ; ‘Edinburgh ; Ross, L. , Glasgow ; 
Russ, Miss E. A., Bath ; Sargeant, H., ~—y Shortle, W., Smith, J. F. Leeds ; 
Smith, Miss L., Norwich ; Snaith, S., London ; Stratton, G., Birkenhead ; 1S Waites, H H’E., London ; 
Williams, H. B., Mancheste 

SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
89 Candidates sat - 27 Passed. 
HONOURS.—None. 
PASSED Beattie, Miss M., J. H. Aberystwyth ; Burnett, Miss 
—Beat 
mntry Dances Miss D Miss W. 


Cheltenham ; Cowley, 7 N., + Coventry 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Emslie, Engall, ;’ Gillett, W. T., Hull? 
Glynn, P. B., Dublin ; Harvey, Miss H., akebcld ; Hatton, EB G., Warrington ; Hinton, E. A. 
Newcastle-on- -Tyne ; “Horrocks, S., Manchester ; "Hunter, , Jack, G., Glasgow ; Johnson, 
Coventry; Jones, A. F. , Manchester ; Mowat, F. F.C, ‘Ghinew Osborn E., Sheffield ; 

Rice, Mie E., Hove Sayeil, R. C., Watford ; Schietter, Miss H.. E., 


BT -on-Tyne ; Tupman, Miss M. W. S.A.; Ve aon ; Stevenson, 
M. W., Queenstown, erre: right, 


TION. 
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SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
44 Candidates sat - 25 Passed. 


HONOURS.—None. 
MERIT.—Huat, K. G., Smith, F. S., London ; Wood, H. G., Norwich. 


ton, J. W., Newman, Miss E. L., O,Leary, J. G, London; Osborn, T. E., Sheffie 
: burn, A., G' ; Smith, R. D. H., London ; 


well E., Gl T., Preston; Dalgou 
Gilliam, J’ L., Hill, 'W. ; Hope, C., Sunderland 


F. ; P.B., ; 
Miss E. M., Aberystwyth ; Willton, Miss G. V., Woodham, W. H., 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
121 Candidates sat - 20 Passed. 


HONOURS.—None. 


PASSED.—Bennett, Miss K. R., Portsmouth; Brewis, Miss E., Cheltenham; Buchanan, 

-Thomas, G. E. F., Aberystwyth ; Graham, Miss J. G., ; Hulme, 

Miss D. M., Liverpool; Hunt, Miss G. M., Sheffield; Leach, Miss A. N., Derby; McCann, Miss 

E. M., Birmingham ; MacDonald, Miss A. N., Glasgow; Meachem, Miss C. E., : 

Packer, A., Live ; Peace, Miss A., Manchester; Russell, D. H., Smith, Miss M. H. P., Glasgow ; 

Toms, Miss S, London; Vernon, Miss P. M., Wheeler, Miss M., Birmingham; White, Mise 
J. M., Liverpool ; Williams, Miss E. M., Cardiff. 


REVIEWS 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
BERMONDSEY Public Libraries— An A BC Guide to the Public 


Libraries and their Use. 

The term “A B C Guide’ has been aptly applied to this little publica- 
tion. After being “ guided ’’ through its dozen pages, one feels they know 
the Bermondsey Libraries from A to Z. It is pleasing to note that — 
the whole of the Libraries system will be reorganized upon the open- 

, which will, without a doubt, be highly appreciated by the readers. The 
issuing of this guide, the <i of Junior Libraries, the forming of Local 
and Picture Collections and the arrangement of popular lectures are just a 
few of the activities put forward by the Bermondsey Libraries in their efforts 
to place themselves in the forefront with their sister institutions in London. 


DUNFERMLINE, Carnegie Public Libraries. A Catalogue of the 
Art Books in the Central Library. 1924. 

The Catalogue comprises the standard works on a number of subjects, 
chief of which are Architecture, Fine and Decorative Arts, Painting and 
Furniture. It has been prepared with ial regard to the needs of Architects, 
Decorators, Students and Craftsmen who will, doubtless, find it an invaluable 
aid to them in their choice of the best books in their particular trade or pro- 
fession. Classified on the Dewey system, with notes and an Author and 
Subject index. Additions are continually to be made so that the collection 
may always be up-to-date. 


Finspury Public Libraries. Quarterly Guide for Readers. Jan., 
1925. 

A continuation of the ‘‘ List of Books on London and its Environs” 
occupies the whole of this number of the “ Guide.”’ The list is closely classified 
by Dewey, well annotated and is made throughly representative by the 
inclusion of numerous analytical entries. 


Ha.iFrax Public Libraries. Readers’ Guide. Jan., 1925. 
Along with the usual monthly list of books added to the Libraries, a 
report of the work of the Libraries during the year is published. An 
increase amounting to 32,000 in the number of ks circulated brought the 
total issues for the year to nearly half-a-milli ily a record. 4,749 
volumes were added. The School Libraries report work and steady 


progress. 


; Batty, G. W., She 
Glasgow ; Fulford, W 
ob 
n. 
MERIT.—None. 
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MANCHESTER. The Manchester Librarian, Jan., 1925. 


Mr. Charles T. E. Phillips, Librarian of Cheetham’s Library, is the new 

is the quarterly organ. In his presidential address, which is here 

Eineary.”’ ei Mr. Phillips deals in detail with “ Humphrey Cheetham and his 

ving an interesting sketch of the early life of the founder of 

The publication of the address is to be concluded 
in the next issue of the Journal. 


Newport Public Libraries.—A list of books on Education, Child 
Study, Psychology, etc. 

This list is largely the outcome of the work of a joint sub-committee of 
the Public Libraries and Education Committees. Special grants were 
made for the provision of Juvenile literature and books on the theory and 
practice of education. Arranged on the Dewey System, this list was com- 

ed with the aid of experts and may be said to be fairly representative. 
t has an author and subject index. 


Norwicu Public Libraries. The Readers’ Guide. Vol. VIII., 
No. 13. Jan.-March, 1925. 
This useful little guide makes its first pe in a new cover of 
—— design by Mr. C. W. Hobbis, A.R.C.A., Headmaster of the Art 
ool at the Technical Inst:tute, Norwich. 
An interesting feature of this number is the first of a series of articles on 
“* Writers of the Day,’’ dealing with George Bernard Shaw and giving a reading 
list of his works, and contained in the Library a portrait. The Guide has 
been carried out by Miss Mary Alexander, of the Library Staff, and reflects 
great credit on the Norwich City Libraries and its Librarian. 


Stockport Public Library. List of Books on Music and Musical 
Works. 1925. 

A handy guide for musicians and music-lovers in general. Contains 
works on the history and theory of music, together with a very good collection 
of vocal and musical scores of operas, oratorios, cantatas, etc., and instrumental 
music. Dewey classification. 


WILLESpDEN.—Annual Report for the sah ending March 3lst, 1924. 
Chief Librarian, Frank Chennell, Population, 169,831. 
Stock: Lending, 69,965 ; Reference, 1, 198. Issues : Lending, 
518,757 ; Reference, 4 076. 

Since the work of the Libraires was co-ordinated and centralized some 
three years ago great strides have been made. The issues have increased 42 
per cent., whilst the expenditure has been reduced by 20 per cent. The 
authorities have, therefore, good cause for feeling satisfied with the results of 
their efforts. During the year the fourth evening branch was opened and 
met with immediate success. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Science Library, South Kensington. CLASSIFICATION FOR WORKS 
ON PuRE AND APPLIED Science. London, 1921. pp. 243. 
10s. net. 

1921 at 18s. It has now been reduced to 10s., 


and can be obtained at that price at the Stationery Office a at Kingsway 
and Abingdon Street. The Classification covers the cl and 6 of Dewey 


and the Dewey numbers are used, but with, in many cases, totally different 
meanings. Many subjects are elaborated considerably and as these 
elaborations are presumably based on the large collections in the Library 
they are interesting. A complete alphabetical index of topics is added 
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Lomer (Gerhard R.) and Mackay (Margaret) A CATALOGUE OF 
ScIENTIFIC PERIODICALS IN CANADIAN LIBRARIES. 4to, cloth, 
pp. xx., 256. Montreal, McGill University, 1924. 

The present catalogue is an attempt to provide, for those specially inter- 
ested in scientific a list oF dhe available in Canadian 
libraries, as well as bibliographical information as complete and accurate as 
the resources and time at the disposal of the editors could make it. Every 
effort has been made to ensure uniformity and completeness, and where there 
are gaps it is to be understood that the entries could not be completed with- 
out delaying the catalogue beyond the date set for its publication. For the 
same reason, where an earlier series or an earlier publication of the same title 
could not be authoritatively related to a later numbering, it has been omitted, 

GENERAL. 

Norden (Hermann) FRESH TRACKS IN THE BELGIAN ConGo: from 
the Uganda Border to the Mouth of the Congo. 57 photographs 
and 2 maps. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. Witherby, 1924. 18s. n. 

A well illustrated book of travels in a country little known, in which 
plenty of adventure is to be found. 

Lagerléf (Selma) Marpacka. Translated from the Swedish by 
Velma Swanston Howard. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 244. Werner 
Laurie, 1924. 10s. 6d. net. 

Records of the Lagerléf family at their old home, Marbacka. 

Weed (Clarence M.), Dearborn (Ned). Birps IN THEIR RELATION 
To Man. A Manual of Economic Ornithology for the United 
States and Canada. Illustrated. Third edition, revised. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 414. Lippincott, 1924. 15s. net. 

A good book on birds from a new point of view, with a full Appendix on 
Bird Laws and a Bibliography. “ 

Ferval (Claude) THe Lire AND DEATH OF CLEOPATRA. Translated 
from the French by Herbert Wilson. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 302. Hurst and Blackett, 1924. 18s. net. 

Cleopatra is always a romantic figure, and whilst it is impossible appar- 
ently to separate history from tradition when dealing with the famous Cleo- 
patra the author has produced a portrait both vivid and realistic, without 
too great a sacrifice of fact. 

MEMOIRS OF THE NoToRIOUS STEPHEN BURROUGHS OF NEw Hamp- 
SHIRE, with a preface by Robert Frost. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 
xii., 368. Jonathan Cape, 1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

This volume is beautifully produced and is a record of an adventurer 
who was always a philosopher and often a rascal. 

Austria IN DissoLution, being tne Personal Recollections of 
Stephen, Count Burian. Translated by Brian Lunn. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 456. Benn, 1925. 25s. net. 

This work is an excellent historical document. The author’s intimate 
connection with Austro-Hungarian affairs during an a period gives 
an exceptional authority to his judgment. He obtained a deep insight into 
the chaos of conflicting interests amongst the various States of which he 
writes. His work is well balanced and may be considered a real contribution 
to the subject. 

Henslow (T. Geoffrey) GARDEN IMPROVEMENT. Illustrated. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. xxil., 368. Deane and Son, 1924. 15s. net. 

This SS work deals with Garden Planning and Planting, 
Greenhouses, Bulb and Rock Gardens, Rose Gardens, Formal and Informal 
Gardens, Gardens from Tudor to the Victorian iod and a number of other 
useful matters. Undoubtedly this book sh be in every country house. 
It provides ideal reading for host and guests. 
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Boultbee (Rosamond) PILGRIMAGES AND PERSONALITIES. _ IIlus- 
trated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 328. Hutchinson, 1924. 18s. net. 
Attractive sketches of many well-known people b a war 
correspondent. Personalities dealt with are: Sir G chanan, rand 
Duchess Elizabeth, Grand Duke Cyril, 
Von Hozendorf. 
(Stephen) IRELAND. With an Introduction by The Right 
on. H. A. L. Fisher, M.P. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 252. Benn, 

1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Stephen Gwynn is so well qualified to write on Ireland that his book 
will be welcomed by all interested in that country—and who is not? He 
gives a wonderful survey of the Nation and provides materials for an estimate 
of the future policy. He travels along the lines which answer such questions 
as “‘ What course is such a nation likely to co asae what position in the world 
is it likely to hold, what contribution is it y to make to the common stock 
of human values ?”’ 

Broxap (Henry) THe Later Non-Jurors. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 

xxii., 360. Cambridge University Press, 1924. 21s. net. 

This book deals with the latest stages of the religious movement of the 
eighteenth century and contains a bibliography of manuscripts and printed 
books and an autobiography of Thomas Brett. Appendices deal with the 
following : Biographical Index, Non-Jurors’ Doctrine and Ceremonies, Original 
Documents and a Complete Register of Non-Juror consecrations. There are 
two facsimiles showing the consecration of Jeremy Collier and Robert Gordon. 
Bercovivi (Konrad) AROUND THE WorLD IN New York. IIlus- 

trated by Norman Borchardt. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 416. 

Jonathan Cape, 1924. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author describes the city of New York from a novel point of view. 
Here we have a description of the various quarters inhabited by the European 
races who have settled down to form a mosaic of nationalities. A very enter- 

book which throws a new light on the principal city of America—and 
its cosmopolitan people. 
FICTION. 


Cable (Boyd) A DouBLe Scoop. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. Hutchinson, 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

The adventures in Australia of Chick Summers and Mary Griffiths, a 
journalist-detective and his bride. 

Chipp (Elinor) Many Waters. Cr. 4to, cloth, pp. 332. Appleton, 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

A delightful love-story depicting the trying life of a young girl who is the 
daughter of an instructress in riding in a small New England village. Marian 
has many difficulties to face before she wins happiness. 

Zweig (Stefan) Passion AND Pay, translated from the German by 
Eden and Cedar Paul. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 266. Chapman 
and Hall, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

Seven stories by a European writer of some fame. — Zweig is 
already known from his works on such prominent authors as Verlaine, Romain, 
Rolland and Emile Verhaeren. His imaginative work bristles with power and 


feeling. 
Marriott (J. W.) SHort Stories oF To-Day. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 


286. Harrap, 1924. 3s. 6d. net. 
A collection of seventeen stories, including characteristic tales by Chester- 
ton, Wells, Locke, Pett Ridge, Merrick, Conan Doyle and W. W. Jacobs. 


Phillpotts (Eden) Repcuirr. Cr. 4to, cloth, pp. 432. Hutchinson, 


1924. 7s. 6d. net. 
A story of a village and its inhabitants told in this author’s best vein. 
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POETRY. 
Doughty (Oswald) Forcotren Lyrics OF THE EIGHTEENTH CEN 
TturY. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 212. Witherby, 1924. 10s. 6d. net. 

This work contains a portion of the material collected for a volume which 
was to treat of the minor lyrists of the eighteenth century. The work is in- 
tended as a reasoned anthology, so arranged as to emphasise some of those 
elements which together form the peculiar quality of the eighteenth century 
verse. Sections deal with poems on Reason, Love, Nature, ye etc. 
Aiken (Contad) SELECTED Poems or Emity Dickinson. Cr. 4to 

cloth, pp. 272. Cape, 1924. 6s. net. 

Fine poems by an American woman contemporary of Christina Rosetti 
are bound to awaken interest in England, and this little volume contains about 
one-third of the work of a writer who is only just coming into her own. Some 
of her nature poems are delicate and apt, but her metaphysical verses proclaim 
her originality. 


JUVENILES. 

Pycraft (W. P.) ANIMAL GEOGRAPHY. Illus., demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 128. Wells Gardner, Darton, 1924. 2s. 6d. net. 

A useful volume descriptive of animal life in Great Britain, Africa, South 
America, India, New Zealand, and many other parts of the world. 

Chapman (C. H. Murray) Dracons AT Home With an Introduction 
by Sir E. Ray Lankester, K.C.B. Illus., cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 
236. Wells Gardner, Darton, 1924. 5s. net. 

A wonderful story intended to acquaint children with pre-historic 
monsters such as the Pterodactyl, Iguanodon, Mastodon and beasts that have 
earned a legend magnificence in the nursery. 

Bindloss (Harold) THz Boys or WitpcaT Rancu. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 244. Wells Gardner, Darton, 1924. 6s. 

A stirring story for boys. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Caddick (David W.) THe OvuTLine or British Trape. A Text- 
Book for Business Men and Students of Commerce and Economics. 
Cr. 4to, cloth, pp. 160. Harrap, 1924. 3s. 6d. net. 

Steuart (J. A.) REBELLION. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 348. Sampson 
Low, 1924. 7s. 6d. net. 

Cole (G. D. H.) Orcanisep LasBour, an introduction to trade 
unionism. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 178. Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 
1924. 6s. net. 

Carey (M. C.) SrorIES OF THE BIRDS FROM MYTH AND FABLE. 
Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192. Harrap, 1924. 

Cotterill (H. B.) Homer’s Opyssey. A line-for-line translation in 
the Metre of the Original. With an introduction by Walter Leaf. 
A useful edition for students. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Harrap, 
1924. 7s. 6d. net. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH. 
Tue third monthly meeting of the session was held on Wednesday, 
January 28th, 1925, at the Public Library and Cuming Museum, 
Walworth Road, Southwark. Owing to inclement weather the 
attendance was not so large as usual. 

The Chairman (Mr. H. Rowlatt) opened the meeting with the 
usual statement of the work of the Council and current Lib 
matters, referring particularly to the Co-ordination Committee's 
report and the Conference of Librarians and representatives of 
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Local Authorities convened by the Branch, a report of which is to 
be circulated. A number of questions were asked and answered. 
Mr. R. W. Mould, Chief Librarian of Southwark, then read an 
interesting paper on ‘‘ The Human and Practical Side of Committee 
Work.” Mr. Mould spoke of the advance of librarianship during 
the last 50 years, and gave some particulars of committee work in 
these early days, and said that the work was fairly easy then. It 
was important to acquire the art of working amicably with others 
to a common end. Assistants have much better opportunities of 
learning all branches of their profession now than formerly. He 
said that the present was an age of committees and conferences. 
It was not every man that was fitted for committee work or had 
a liking to be controlled. Librarians with initiative often found 
the restrain irksome, and unless they were men of tact, friction 
often ensued, and he pointed out that this was the cause of the 
failure of Edward Edwards. Mr. Mould said that probably most 
librarians would agree that the ideal committee was a committee 
of one, viz., the Librarian ; but this was not possible. Failing this 
a self-contained committee is most desirable. The librarian’s task 
was to understand his committee, and he needed to be a psychologist, 
so that by guileless art and gentle persuasion he could obtain his 
end, because upon his committee the librarian’s work depends. 
He thought that though the committee be of the same mind as the 
librarian, the hand of the librarian should be ever at the helm, 
uietly and delicately, but it must be strong at the same time. The 
librarian should endeavour to lead his committee to take an interest 
in the library personally, and enlist their sympathy in extension 
work. A large committee can be made helpful if each member's 
personal assistance is obtained. Mr. Mould then dealt with various 
kinds of individual members, the stern economists, those that 
judge our work on a purely commercial basis, the member who is 
continually bringing forward complaints, and so on, and showed 
that each was trying in his way to help the library, and that all of 
these elements go to the making of a good committee. He gave a 
good deal of sound advice, and emphasised the importance of social 
intercourse in other local public work, where the librarian often met 
members of his committee on a different basis, and showed that 
this all helps to good fellowship. He felt that the first person should 
never be used in committee, but that the committee should be given 
the credit in all cases. Human nature has local manifestations, and 
he advised carefulness and adaptability on the part of a librarian 
going to a fresh area. Committees differ in various places, and it 
was a good plan to study local conditions and the psychology of 
the members, and to find the human side was the saving grace. 
If a librarian is to be successful he must know the mind of his com- 
mittee. Mr. Mould said that when a librarian felt depressed a 
to things not shaping as he wished, he should try a round of go 
or other games, and so get away from his work for a while. There 
were different methods of doing business as they all knew, and the 
librarian should try to acquire the art of getting his own way but 
at the same time not letting others know he is getting it. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Mould was proposed by Mr. Plant and 
seconded by Mr. Cawthorne, and others taking part in the discus- 
sion included Messrs. Philp, Piper, and the Chairman. 
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LIBRARIANS & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITIES 


should not fail to obtain 
f these books. 


DRAMATIZED RHYTHM PLAYS. 
Ricuarps. 20 illustrations, 4to, cloth - 128. 6d, net. 


NATURAL RHYTHMS AND DANCES. 
Cotsy. Each Rhythm and Dance accompanied — 
in full score, with oy understood d 


CLOG DANCE BOOK. 
Frost. With 26 cuts illustrating the text. 8vo, cloth. 
128, 6d. net. 
DRAMATIC DANCES FOR SMALL CHILDREN. 
SHABTER. 8vo,cloth. Withspecial music ... 128. 64. net. 


DRAMATIC GAMES AND DANCES FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 
CrawForp. 4to, cloth, beautifully illus. «+ 1928 6d, net. 


FOLK DANCES AND GAMES. 
Crawrorp. 4to, cloth, frontispiece Gd, net. 


FOLK DANCE BOOK. Crampron 928. 6d. net. 


SECOND FOLK DANCE BOOK. 
Crampton. 4to, cloth 928, 6d, net. 


FOLK DANCES OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
Geary. 8vo, cloth 6d, net. 


RHYTHMS OF CHILDHOOD. 
CRAWFORD AND Focc. 4to, cloth ... 128, 6d. net. 


SONG PLAY BOOK. 
CRAMPTON AND WOLLASTON. 4to, cloth «+ =: 128, 6d, net. 


oF 
Tarr. Svo, cloth . 108. 6d, net. 


THEORY OF ORGANISED PLAY. 
BowEN AND MITCHELL. 8vo, cloth ... Od. net. 


PRACTICE OF ORGANISED PLAY. 
Bowen AND MITCHELL. 8vo, cloth ... 108, 6d, net. 


AESTHETIC DANCING. 
Ratu. 8vo, cloth, 28 full-page illustrations ... 108. 64. net. 


THE DANCE IN EDUCATION. 
L. and Lucire Marsu bio 308. net. 


TRACK AND FIELD 


This series has already been taken by L.C.C. and over one hundred 
Libraries throughout he Kingdom. 


Grafton & Co. 


51 .Great Russell Street 
London - - W.C.1 


Printed by FRANK 30-31 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 51 Great aici! Bereet’’ London, W.O.L. 
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